
 When I was perhaps eleven or twelve years old, I heard a priest’s sermon 

on the rather uneasy iconography of the cross that had transformed into an object 

of faith and salvation. Father had a challenge: what if that cross was replaced with 

an electric chair? It was also around that time that I realized that if one removed the 

cross from an ordinary rosary, one was left with a noose. Recently, I heard a sermon 

on the historical and scientific story of dung as fuel, and how we could find light in 

the most unexpected things or places. It was a cozy pronouncement but I wondered, 

what about metaphorically blind people, or those who had a skewed sense of light 

and salvation? What kind of light does a blind person find and do they 

have a different language for seeking and possessing it? 

 The world is a blur of images and sound compounded into static. 

Gazing heads stare into talking heads. Standards of truth pass unnoticed or are 

haphazardly thrown outside the window of cognition. All the while, we are all in 

varying degrees already under the impression that everything will fall at any moment. 

Grab on to the nearest messiah or Personal Jesus and ease your tired backs onto 

their velvet speeches. Langue Lounge works with image and meaning in relation to 

contemporary life and society. Cushions made of red velvet are placed upon high 

backed chairs that are, upon closer inspection, electric chairs. The red velvet and the 

term ‘velvet speech’ are related to the image of high and honorable status, of luxury 

and comfort that is desired and possessed. Velvet speech is lined with soft and cozy 

statements— a death sentence announced in lyric poetry. The work calls for closer 

scrutiny of what is seen and heard, to move out of places of 

comfort, conformity, and complacency. 

To be brave, even a minute longer.
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A hero is no braver than an ordinary man, but he is brave five minutes longer   -   Ralph Waldo Emerson
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